
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 28th November 2021 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 
Led by Revd Natasha Brady 

 
Notices can be found on your Friday Email, on our website, Facebook and Instagram. 

At the end of the service sheet, is your Roots at Home Sheet. 
 

 please join in using the words in bold 
 
Opening Hymn 
Joy to the world 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 

Your sweetest songs employ 
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while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 

 
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
(Public Domain) 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Jesus says, repent for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand 
So, let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 
Confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 



 

 

we have wandered and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things that we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things that we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us. 
 
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us sinners,  
Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may live a disciplined, righteous and godly life, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Hymn 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free, 
 from our fears and sins release us, 
 let us find our rest in thee. 



 

 

 
2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, 
 joy of every longing heart. 
 
3 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child and yet a king, 
 born to reign in us for ever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
(Public Domain) 
 
Psalm 25. 1-9 - said 
In you, Lord my God, 
    I put my trust. 

2 I trust in you; 
    do not let me be put to shame, 
    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

3 No one who hopes in you 
    will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 

4 Show me your ways, Lord, 
    teach me your paths. 

5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Saviour, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 

6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 
    for they are from of old. 

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 
    and my rebellious ways; 



 

 

according to your love remember me, 
    for you, Lord, are good. 

8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 

9 He guides the humble in what is right 
    and teaches them his way. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be forever. Amen 
 
 
Scripture Reading  
 
Luke 21.25-36, read by Kate Holliday 
 
25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 
anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint 
from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 
up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

29 He told them this parable:‘ Look at the fig-tree and all the trees. 30 When they 
sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even 
so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. 

32 ‘Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things 
have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away. 

34 ‘Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness 
and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it 
will come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Canticle – said  
 
A song of David 
 
1    Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever for yours is the greatness,  the 
power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty. 
 
2    Everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord,  
 and you are exalted as head over all. 
 
3    Riches and honour come from you and you rule over all. 
 
4    In your hand are power and strength to all. 
 
5    And now we give you thanks our God, and praise your glorious name. 
 
6    For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 
 

1 Chronicles 29.10b-13, 14b 
 
 
Sermon          by Pat Hegarty 
 
 
The Creed 
 
I believe in God, The Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

Intercessions  
 
The response is:     Your kingdom come – Thy will be done       
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory  
For ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect for 1st Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light 
of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour; Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Final Hymn 
O come, O come Emmanuel 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1              O come, O come Emmanuel, 
                And ransom captive Israel, 
                That mourns in lonely exile here, 
                Until the Son of God appear. 
                Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
                Shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
2              O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
                Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
                From depths of hell Thy people save, 
                And give them victory o'er the grave. 
                Refrain  



 

 

 
3              O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
                Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
                Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
                And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
                Refrain  
 
4              O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
                And open wide our heavenly home; 
                Make safe the way that leads on high, 
                And close the path to misery. 
                Refrain  
 
5              O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
                Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
                In ancient times didst give the law 
                In cloud and majesty and awe. 
                Refrain  
 
Latin 13th century translated by John M Neale (1818-1866) 
(Public Domain) 
 
The Blessing 
Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord, 
to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleansed from all their sins 
and serve you with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Thank you for joining us today 
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