Sunday 26" September 2021
Led by Simon McDowell

Welcome to our service of Morning Prayer.

Notices can be found on your Friday Email, on our website, Facebook and Instagram,

Thanks to Heather McDowell for choosing our music today.
Please join in today’s service using the words in bold.
Opening Hymn

Tell out, my soul
sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word,;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One.
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3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humbile lifted high.

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and for evermore!

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) from Luke 1 vs46-55
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Prayer of Preparation

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,

to hear and receive God’s holy word,

to pray for the needs of the world,

and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,

that by the power of the Holy Spirit

we may give ourselves to the service of God.



Prayers of Penitence

Jesus says, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand”
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have wandered and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against your holy laws.

We have left undone those things that we ought to have done;
and we have done those things that we ought not to have done;
and there is no health in us.

But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us sinners,

Spare those who confess their faults.

Restore those who are penitent,

according to your promises declared to mankind

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,

that we may live a disciplined, righteous and godly life,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,

and restore us in his image

to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.

Amen



Hymn
Meekness and majesty

sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 Meekness and majesty,
manhood and Deity,
in perfect harmony,
the Man who is God.
Lord of eternity
dwells in humanity,
kneels in humility
and washes our feet.

O what a mystery,
meekness and majesty.
Bow down and worship
for this is your God,

this is your God.

2 Father's pure radiance,
perfect in innocence,
yet learns obedience
to death on a cross.
Suffering to give us life,
conquering through sacrifice,
and as they crucify
prays: 'Father forgive.'

3 Wisdom unsearchable,
God the invisible,
love indestructible
in frailty appears.
Lord of infinity,
stooping so tenderly,
lifts our humanity
to the heights of His throne.

Graham Kendrick (born 1950)
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Psalm

Psalm 19:7-14

"The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

8 The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring for ever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous.

19 They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.

1 By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

12But who can discern their own errors?
Forgive my hidden faults.

13 Keep your servant also from wilful sins;
may they not rule over me.

Then | will be blameless,
innocent of great transgression.

14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
be pleasing in your sight,
LorRD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen

Scripture Reading James 5:13-20 read by Margriet Wells

13|s anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise. s anyone among you ill? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. ® And the prayer offered in faith will
make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be



forgiven. ¢ Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and
it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 1® Again he prayed, and the heavens
gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.

19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should
bring that person back, 2° remember this: whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way
will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Hymn
All my hope on God is founded

sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

2 Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.

But God's power, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

3 God's great goodness ay endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of nought.
Evermore, from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.

4 Daily doth the almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.



5 Still from man to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Meine Hoffnung stehet feste Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
Paraphrased Robert Bridges (1844-1930)
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Sermon Pat Hegarty is opening God’s word for us today

The Creed
| believe in God, The Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions prepared and read by Nigel Lowe

Response: In you O Lord ~ do we put our trust

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;



your kingdom come;

your will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our sin,

As we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
Now and forever. Amen.

The Collect
for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,

you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself,
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city

where we shall see you face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Final Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation:
all ye who hear,
now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration.

2  Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shieldeth thee gently from harm, or when fainting sustaineth:
hast thou not seen
how thy heart's wishes have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee:



ponder anew
what the Almighty can do,
if to the end he befriend thee.

4  Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen
sound from his people again:
gladly for aye we adore him!

Joachim Neander (1650-1680), translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878),
adapted by the compilers of Hymns Ancient and Modern.

(Public Domain)

The Blessing
Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord,

to your faithful people pardon and peace,
that they may be cleansed from all their sins
and serve you with a quiet mind;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Intro/outro music by www.purple-planet.com

Note The Church office will be open Monday & Thursday 10am — 1pm, other days please
email office@stokepogeschurch.org or phone 01753 642331 in normal business hours.

Thank you for joining us today

https://thyg.uk/CUR014015

Scan 6r click to donate

Thank you for whatever you are able to give
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James 5.13-20

James ties together a number of different ideas about prayer, which he presents as the proper response to any
and all human experiences, whether his readers are cheerful or suffering. His own belief in the power of faithful
prayer

for healing and forgiveness is evident, and perhaps based on personal experience. But he also implies a belief that
prayer can influence the elements in his detailed reference to Elijah. Finally, in this reading, James moves from
prayer for the forgiveness of one’s own sins, to reconciliation with the Christian community for those who have
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Read

Read the story of a man who helps refugees because of his own experience.
https:fevww humansofnewyork. comftaggedirefugee-stories#d
\I;Itmr do you see God in this man? How does he see God in others? —/

Ask yourself: How do you feel about the call to
be brave enough to BE the light?

REFLECT w/rite

Sometimes the hardest thing can be to see God in ourselves. We often find it much
easier to focus on what we think is wrong with us, than what is good. Write your

Play some quiet music while you reflect an these name on the top of a piece of paper. If you can do this with others, pass each piece
words from Mother Teresa, 'To be able to love of paper around everyone in turn. Everyone should write a guality of God that they
one another, we must pray much, for prayer gives see in the person named, at the top of the piece of paper, until the paper returns

a clean heart and a clean heart can see God in ta its owner. If you are an your own, ask God to reveal to you, how he is at work in
our neighbour. If now we have no peace, it is your life and write those things down.

because we have forgotten how to see God in one
another..." Consider somebody and think about how
you can see God in them.

LOOK
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Make a cake using a simple recipe. For each ingredient (eggs, flour, sugar,
butter) think of two other items that can be made with that ingredient
(emelette, bread, etc.). Just like the same egas or flour can look and taste very
different from one creation to another - depending on what else has been
added and how ingredients have been treated, God can look very different in
one person to another. Our cultures, backgrounds, experiences and personalities

Visit wwwdillusions.oral ar just

type ‘optical illusions' into a search
engine. It can sometimes be hard to
look beyond how things appear to
see what lies beneath. Look out this
week for glimpses of God in the people around you. mean we all show God in different ways - but it's the same God in us all.
Each evening, identify how you saw God at work in
one person or action.
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